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ICCR Updates

ÅExpanded Membership

ÅStatus of dataset development in synchrony 
with IARC WHO Bluebook cycle

ÅTNM Staging

ÅDataset translations

ÅTerminology linkage 

ÅInternational cancer registries (IACR)

ÅImplementation of ICCR datasets
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International Collaboration on Cancer Reporting

What is the ICCR?

The ICCR is a global alliance of major pathology and 
cancer organizations developing internationally 

standardisedand evidence-based datasets for the  

reporting of cancer pathology.



	

	

	

Who were we in Q1 2019?



Who are we now?
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hǳǊ ƎƻŀƭΧΦ

to improve cancer care and patient 
outcomes worldwide and to advance 
international benchmarking in cancer 

management and control.



7

International Collaboration on Cancer Reporting 

hǳǊ ƎƻŀƭΧΦ

to reduce the burden of dataset 
development globally and to make 

datasets available to all pathologists 
including those in low and middle 

income(LMIC) countries 
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How is ICCR building a global cancer 
resource?

Å Developing international evidence-based cancer datasets 
freely available from our website: www.iccr-cancer.org

Å Linkage to key international cancer resources such as IARC
Å Dataset translation to assist uptake particularly in more 

disadvantaged countries
Å Terminology development to support implementation
Å Supporting implementation of ICCR datasets at national and 

local levels
Å Reaching out and building relationships worldwide

http://www.iccr-cancer.org/
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IARC - 2019
Å Memorandum of understanding signed to bring a closer 

collaboration and information sharing

Å Joint resource allocation process to ensure synchrony in 
approach, speed of delivery and reduce the burden on highly 
sought after resources

Å !ƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ Χ
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Current status
31 published datasets
13 in development
6 in planning 

Group Dataset Status Group Dataset Status

CNS CNS Published Breast DCIS In progress

Head & Neck Nasal cavity and paranasal sinuses Published Lymph node dissection/sentinel node biopsy In progress

Nasopharynx and oropharynx Published Invasive breast In progress

Larynx, hypopharynx and trachea Published Digestive tract Liver - Intrahepatic & Perihilar Cholangiocarcinoma and Hepatocellular Being updated

Oral cavity Published Polypectomy In progress

Salivary glands Published Colorectal In progress

Odontogenic  Published Pancreas In progress

Ear Published Stomach In progress

Nodal excisions and neck dissection Published Oesophagus In progress

Mucosal melanoma Published Thoracic Lung Published

Endocrine Thyroid In progress Thymic Epithelial Tumours  Published

Parathyroid In progress Heart, Pericardium and Great Vessels Published

Adrenal cortical gland In progress Mesothelioma  in the Pleura and Peritoneum Published

Adrenal medulla/Paraganglioma/Phaeochromocytoma/Carotid bodyIn progress Gynaecology Endometrium Published

Genitourinary Urethrectomy Published Ovary, Fallopian Tube & Primary Peritoneal Site Published

Ureterectomy and Nephroureterectomy Published Cervix Published

¦ǊƛƴŀǊȅ ōƭŀŘŘŜǊ ς ¢ǊŀƴǎǳǊŜǘƘǊŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ƛƻǇǎȅ Published Vulva Planned

Kidney biopsy Published Vagina Planned

Prostate - Transurethral resection Published Uterine Sarcoma Planned

Penis Published Skin Invasive Melanoma Being updated

Testicular cancer - RPLND Published Merkel cell In progress

Testicular cancer Published Soft tissue and boneGIST Planned

Kidney Published Bone Planned

Urinary Bladder  Published Soft Tissue sarcomas Planned

Prostate - Radical Prostatectomy Published

Prostate - Core/needle Biopsy Published
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Alignment with IARC

The 4th Series Blue books are now complete and ICCR datasets for 
these areas are near publication:

Endocrine
ÅPhaeochromocytomaand paraganglioma 
ÅParathyroid 
ÅThyroid 
ÅAdrenal cortical gland 

Skin
Å Merkel cell carcinoma 
Å Invasive cutaneous melanoma update to published dataset
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Prioritisation - top 10 solid tumours

Å Lung
Å Breast
Å Colorectum
Å Prostate
Å Stomach
Å Liver
Å Cervix uteri
Å Oesophagus
Å Bladder
Å Pancreas
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Alignment with IARC ς5th Series
Digestive tract Breast ST&Bone GYN Lung CNS

Anatomical group Datasets Feb-18 Jun-18 Dec-18 May-19 Oct-19 Mar-20

DIGESTIVE TRACT

Upper GI Oesophagus IN DEVELOPMENT

Upper GI Stomach IN DEVELOPMENT

Lower GI Colon and Rectum - resection IN DEVELOPMENT

Lower GI Colon and Rectum - polypectomy IN DEVELOPMENT

HPB Liver - Intrahepatic Cholangiocarcinoma, Perihilar 

Cholangiocarcinoma and Hepatocellular Carcinoma

UPDATE COMMENCED

HPB Pancreas (Exocrine) IN DEVELOPMENT

BREAST

Breast Invasive Breast IN DEVELOPMENT

Breast Breast - DCIS IN DEVELOPMENT

Breast Breast LN dissection/sentinel node biopsy IN DEVELOPMENT

SOFT TISSUE & BONE

Soft tissue and bone Soft Tissue sarcomas IN PLANNING

Soft tissue and bone GIST IN PLANNING

Soft tissue and bone Bone IN PLANNING

FEMALE REPRODUCTIVE 

ORGANSFemale reproductive 

organs

Vagina IN PLANNING

Female reproductive 

organs

Vulva IN PLANNING

Female reproductive 

organs

Uterine sarcoma IN PLANNING

Female reproductive 

organs

Endometrium UPDATE PLANNED

Female reproductive 

organs

Ovary/Fallopian tube/Primary peritoneal UPDATE PLANNED

Female reproductive 

organs

Cervix - Cone/Trachelectomy/resection UPDATE PLANNED

THORAX

Thorax Lung UPDATE PLANNED

Thorax Thymic Epithelial Tumours  UPDATE PLANNED

Thorax Heart, Pericardium and Great Vessels UPDATE PLANNED

Thorax Mesothelioma  in the Pleura and Peritoneum UPDATE PLANNED

CNS

CNS CNS - brain/spinal cord/peripheral

nerve and pituitary

UPDATE PLANNED

 IARC Bluebook Schedule - start date
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Datasets in development ςBlue Book 5th Series 
DIGESTIVE TRACT Dataset Authoring Committees

Countries represented include: Australia, Canada, China, Korea, 
Scotland, Ireland, USA, Switzerland, Italy, UK, Netherlands, Germany, 
France, Switzerland, Finland, Germany, Japan, Belgium, Hong Kong.

Role Colorectal Polypectomy Stomach Oesophagus Pancreas

Series Champion & ICCR repProf Iris Nagtegaal Prof Iris Nagtegaal Prof Iris Nagtegaal Prof Iris Nagtegaal Prof Kay Washington

Chair Dr Maurice Loughrey A/Prof Christophe Rosty Prof Chanjuan Shi Prof Alfred Lam Prof Caroline Verbeke

Member Dr Ian Brown Prof Rish Pai Prof Priyanthi Kumarasinghe Prof Marco Novelli Prof Fiona Campbell

Member Prof Kieran Sheahan Prof Harry Cooper Prof Laura Tang A/Prof Satoshi Fujii Prof Roger M Feakins

Member Prof Sanjay Kakar Prof Neil Shepherd Prof Heike I Grabsch A/Prof Rupert Langer Prof James Kench 

Member A/Prof Christophe Rosty Dr Maurice Loughrey Dr Maria O'Donovan Prof Roberto Fiocca Prof Anthony Gill 

Member A/Prof Richard Kirsch Dr David K Driman Prof Alfred Lam Dr Marnix Jansen Asst/Prof David F. Schaeffer

Member Prof Mark Arends Asst/Prof Raul S Gonzalez Prof Tetsuo Ushiku Dr Sybren Meijer Prof Alyssa M Krasinskas

Member Prof Lawrence J Burgart Prof Marcus Makinen Prof Seung-mo Hong Dr Cian Muldoon A/Prof Lodewijk Brosens

Member Dr Nicholas P West Dr Ian Brown Prof Greg Lauwers Prof Renyin Chen Prof Irene Esposito

Member Prof Jean-Francois Flejou Prof Kieran Sheahan Dr Chella van der Post A/Prof Fumiyoshi Fujishima Prof Noriyoshi Fukushima

Member Dr Motohiro Kojima A/Prof David Hewett (Gastroenterologist)Prof Michael Vieth Prof Priyanthi Kumarasinghe Prof Sanjay Kakar

Member Prof Alessandro Lugli Prof Evelien Dekker (Gastroenterologist)Dr Brian Badgwell (Surgeon) Prof Laura Tang A/Prof Marco Del Chiaro (Surgeon)

Member Prof Richard Wilson (Oncologist) A/Prof Michael K Gibson (Oncologist) Prof Chanjuan Shi Prof Jean-Luc van Laethem (Oncologist)

Member Dr Chris Cunningham (Surgeon) Prof Simon Law (Surgeon)

Member Prof Michael Bourke (Gastroenterologist)
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Datasets in development ςBlue Book 5th Series
BREAST Dataset Authoring Committees

Countries represented include: 
Singapore, USA, Australia, Canada, Italy, Hong Kong, China, UK, 

Brazil, Japan, Ireland, Portugal.

Invasive DCIS LN/Sentinel LN resections

Series 
Champion Puay Hoon Tan

Chair Prof Ian Ellis Prof Stephen Fox Dr Edi Brogi

Member Assit/Prof Elzbieta Slodkowska Prof Peter H Watson A/Prof Rin Yamaguchi

Member Prof Takuya Moriya Dr Gary M Tse Dr Aysegul Sahin

Member Prof Wentao Yang A/Prof Chih-Jung Chen Dr Elena Provenzano

Member Prof Helenice Gobbi Dr Benjamin Yongcheng Tan Dr Rahul Deb 

Member Prof Stuart Schnitt Prof Laura Collins Prof Cecily Quinn

Member Prof Kimberly Allison Prof Sarah Pinder tǊƻŦ {ŀƴŘǊŀ hΩ¢ƻƻƭŜ

Member Prof Cecily Quinn Prof Emad Rakha Prof Gelareh Farshid

Member Prof Sunil Lakhani Dr Abeer Shaaban Prof Fernando Schmitt 

Member Prof Anna Sapino A/Prof Ewan Millar Dr Hiram Cody 

Member Prof Janina Kulka Prof Maria Pia Foschini

Member Dr Mark Sibbering (Surgeon) Prof Bruce Mann (Surgeon) 

Member Dr Chau Dang (Medical Oncologist) Prof Boon Chua (Radiation Oncologist)



Standards for Cancer Staging
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TNM staging

Å Tumour-node-metastases (TNM) staging is  a critical 
component  of ICCR datasets.

Å As TNM staging is developed by AJCC and UICC and published 
separately by both, close collaboration between the 
organisations is paramount.

Å However, the 8th edition included some differences between 
the 2 versions which has created some difficulties.

Å ICCR is working with AJCC and UICC TNM staging groups to 
promote harmonisation for the 9th edition. 
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Dataset Translation
Å Our goal is the global standardisationof pathology cancer 

information ΧΧǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǎǘŜǇ 

¦L//Ωǎ City Cancer Challenge (C/Can 2025)

Å A project to progress global cancer strategies in a series of 
ϥ/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ /ƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ҕм Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 

Å Aim to improve early detection, treatment and care of patients with 
cancer. 

Å A major focus is the pathway to diagnosis = ICCR Datasets

http://www.uicc.org/convening/ccan-2025-city-cancer-challenge/description

http://www.uicc.org/convening/ccan-2025-city-cancer-challenge/description
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Dataset Translation
ÅThe American Society of Clinical Pathology (ASCP), a sustaining 

member of the ICCR, is a major partner in the C/Can 2025 project.

ÅThe ASCP recognizing the need for pathology standards in other 
languages has committed to translation of the ICCR Datasets

ÅAn ISO 9001:2015certified translation company has been hired to 
undertake the translations

Å21 ICCR Datasets in Spanish, French and Portuguese are available 
from the ICCR website. 

ÅFunding is being sought for the next set of translations into 
Russian, Chinese and German.




